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“LAUGHTER THROUGH TEARS IS 
MY FAVORITE EMOTION.” 

—TRUVY JONES (DOLLY PARTON) IN STEEL MAGNOLIAS 

When times are challenging and gloomy, I feel what a privilege it is to work 
at a place dedicated to bringing people together in creativity, laughter, and 
joy. 

For many in the DMV community, FY25 qualified as challenging and gloomy. 
Doomscrolling and your Netflix queue will happily take your time - ALL of it. 
So during this rough year I was always moved to hear someone say “I’m so 
glad I came!” WIT’s shows, classes, and workshops had some heavy lifting 
to do as they helped folks throughout the DMV escape their couches, or 
their laptops. 

Laughter isn’t just an escape — it’s also a return to the lightness, empathy, 
and playful connection that make life fun and worthwhile. Maybe we can’t 
actually “take a whack at Ouiser” (sorry, another Steel Magnolias reference) 
because we live in a civilized society and shouldn’t go around taking real 
or metaphorical whacks at others when our justified frustration with the 
world threatens to boil over. Right? But we can respond to that frustration 
by turning toward something creative and joyful. We play. We laugh. We 
connect. And we are much better for it.

Mark Chalfant 
Artistic & Executive Director

PICTURED: MUSIC AL IMPROV CONSERVATORY MEMBERS 
JONAH GORDON (LEF T) AND C ATHERINE MULLINS.



WIT ENSEMBLES 
WIT’s family of company ensembles continued to serve as the 
heart of our peformance programming. In FY25, WIT’s company 
ensembles were Hellcat, iMusical, Lena Dunham, LIZARD GIRL, 
Madeline, Nox!, The Broken Bones, The Hypothesis, and Uncle 
Gorgeous.

PICTURED: HELLC AT C A ST MEMBERS (FROM LEF T) 
K AEL AN SULLI VAN FLEURY, LIZ HOKE , 
MELISSA GEDNE Y, AND LORI PIT TS.

PALOOZA GETS
WACKY
2024’s Improvapalooza delivered 
an ambitious five-day showcase of 
innovative and experimental improv. 
The festival featured more than 225 
unique shows, bringing together relative 
newcomers, including current students 
and recent graduates, to perform alongside 
experienced company members. The event 
set an attendance record, reaching its 
highest level in three years with 585 total 
audience members, up from 424 in 2023. 

Pictured: Mikki Smith (left) and David Shad-
burn in a musical puppet show.



POTUS AMONG US 
 WIT’s timely and totally unscripted election year satire POTUS 
Among Us: Beyond Belief took place from late September to 
early November 2024 against the backdrop of the tumultuous, 
real-life US presidential race. More than 1,500 audience 
members flocked to the show during its six-week run. In its 
review of the production, DC Theatre Arts noted that WIT had 
gathered an “impressive list of important political luminaries” to 
be special guests, as well as several high-profile journalists. The 
site also praised Co-Directors John Carroll and Meghan Faulkner 
for having steered it “beautifully.”

PICTURED: POTUS AMONG US  C A ST MEMBERS (FROM LEF T) 
K ATE SYMES, TURNER MEEK S, AND CHEL SE A SHORTE

FROM THE 
DIRECTORS
“You have to be as savvy as your audience, 
because you’re going to attract people who 
know what you’re satirizing. I think that’s 
why POTUS is a hit every four years… we’re 
staging the show in the right place at the 
right time.” — Co-director John Carroll

“[My experience as an ANC Commissioner] 
was part of what inspired me to pitch this 
show idea in the first place! I loved my time 
as an ANC Commissioner, but I also saw 
firsthand how rumors could spread and 
grow. I was asked many times by constit-
uents who had heard this rumor about a 
park or that rumor about a new business 
(often with some truth mixed in with total 
speculation). So some of the elements of 
the show that incorporate gossip, rumors, 
or games of telephone are definitely in-
spired by that experience.” — Co-director 
Meghan Faulkner

Pictured: POTUS Among Us Co-directors 
Meghan Faulkner (left) and John Carroll.



WHITE ELEPHANT BLITZ 
WIT’s four-week December run A Very Improv Holiday featured White Elephant Blitz — a show 
inspired by a party game that sees players swap impractical gifts in the hope of getting something 
better. It was full of delightful surprises and Grinch-like characters bent on ruining the holidays for 
everyone. (Luckily, they didn’t succeed.)

PICTURED: WHITE ELEPHANT BLITZ  C A ST MEMBERS (FROM 
LEF T):  JAMIE L ANT INEN, ELISE WEBB, K ATE SYMES, MERE-
DITH GAR AGIOL A , AND JORDANA MISHORY.

LAUGHING 
MATTERS
WIT’s January and February 2025 
performance series took place under the 
marquee Laughing Matters and featured 
a range of inspirational interviewees as 
part of WIT’s recurring Ask Me Anything 
series, including a public health advocate, a 
democracy practitioner, and the executive 
director of 826DC, a nonprofit that 
amplifies the under-heard voices of young 
people in the District.

Pictured: 826DC Executive Director Robyn 
Lingo was interviewed by Hellcat on the 
opening night of Laughing Matters



FIST 
WIT’s biggest show of the year, the Fighting Improv Smackdown Tournament was held over a five-
week period in March and April 2025. In total, 264 players from 70 teams took part in the bracketed 
competition with winners Shibacle becoming only the second team in FIST’s 17-year history to claim 
the title after having been eliminated and then returned to the competition via the Comeback Brawl. 

PICTURED: SHIBACLE TE AMMATES (FROM LEF T) ALLISON YOLO, 
JARED SMITH, MIK A IL FA AL A SLI ,  AND SAMI Y YAH ALI . 

IMPROV PRIDE  
AND QVC
In May and June, DC played host to WorldPride, 
during which WIT organized three days of per-
formances, workshops, and jams for the LGBTQ+ 
community, including a special Black Pride edition 
of The Cookout. WIT welcomed LGBTQ+ advo-
cates and visionary leaders to the stage as part of 
a special edition of Ask Me Anything and invited 
ensemble performer Danielle Steger to present 
her one-woman sketch show about her identity 
as a trans woman.​​

The Queer Variety Cavalcade (QVC) remained an 
important part of WIT’s artistic programming 
thanks to the ongoing and generous support of 
the DC Mayor’s Office of LGBTQ Affairs. Inspired 
by TV variety show legends such as Sonny and 
Cher or Donnie and Marie Osmond, each edition 
highlights an array of performance disciplines 
— from drag and burlesque, to spoken word 
and poetry. Co-created by improvisers Kevin 
Eggleston and Bill Nelson, who co-host as Birdie 
and Butchie respectively.

PICTURED: DR AG ART IST 
BROOKE N. HYMEN PERFORMS 

AT THE FEBRUARY 2025 
EDIT ION OF QVC .



FUN AND GAMES: FEATURING TABLE TALK 
WIT’s six-week summer run kicked off in mid-June 2025 under the banner Fun and Games, featuring Table Talk: An 
Improvised Tale of Adventure as its tentpole production. The Directors’ Series show was inspired by the fun and fantasy 
of Table Top Role Playing Games and explored the nature of friendship and the paths people take in life. It was the 
brainchild of Director Hannah Piper for whom bringing the show to-life was a deeply personal project rooted in her love 
for table top games, passion for improv, and lived experience as a transgender woman.

PICTURED: TABLE TALK  C A ST MEMBERS (FROM LEF T):  NOR A DELL , 
PATRICK HSIEH, ERIN COYNE , BEN LOCK SHIN.

THE COOKOUT
WIT started FY25 by joyfully welcoming 
The Cookout back to our stage for a sold-
out celebration of Black improv in the DMV. 
Audience members were treated to two 
blocks of performances featuring 10 of the 
funniest all-Black improv groups on the 
East Coast, including WIT ensemble Lena 
Dunham, whose members Krystal Ali and 
Jamal Newman co-founded The Cookout, 
as well as Baltimore-based troupes Malik & 
Rasheed and HTH, plus seven homegrown 
indie teams made up of highly experienced 
improvisers and newer players alike. 

“I look forward to The Cookout all year 
long because it truly is a celebration. 
It’s a ton of fun to promote because 
the shows are consistently incredible 
and draw huge crowds. I also 
appreciate that Krystal and Jamal 
are always on the lookout for fresh 
talent, including students, whom they 
can introduce to a wider audience.”

—Anna Nelson, Marketing  
and Development Manager

PICTURED: R A SHEED GREEN PERFORMS A S PART OF THE 
BALT IMORE-BA SED IMPROV DUO MALIK AND R A SHEED.



HAROLD PROGRAM 
In Sept. 2024, WIT added 22 new players to its Harold program, which gives participants the chance 
to rehearse weekly with a coach and perform regularly during WIT’s free Harold Nights, which are 
open to the public throughout the year. In March 2025, 19 new players were invited to join the  
Harold program following auditions. The number of teams held steady at eight throughout FY25. 

PICTURED: HAROLD TE AM MEMBERS (FROM LEF T) 
GWENDOLYN BOGARD, NI V ELIS,  AND PHIL JONES.

MUSICAL IMPROV 
CONSERVATORY
Following a successful, four-month 
pilot project in early 2024, WIT’s 
Musical Improv Conservatory entered 
its second year at the start of 2025 with 
the recruitment of three new teams to 
the program, which seeks to foster DC’s 
musical improv community by expanding 
and deepening the talent pool of players 
doing this work. 

Cast members were given the chance 
to practice weekly with a coach and 
an accompanist over the span of five 
months in order to increase their mastery 
of longform musical improv skills. They 
held multiple shows and jams throughout 
the program, culminating in two public 
performances in June 2025. 

Pictured: Carlic Huynh (left) and Elisabeth 
Mabus — performers in the Musical Improv 
Conservatory.



In FY25, students forged bonds and built community 
by taking a gamble on taking an improv class. Our 
core curriculum student base grew to 971 students, 
up from 913 in FY24. One student told us: “This class 
changed my life! One of my favorite parts was seeing 
how people I NEVER would have otherwise crossed 
paths with showed up and we all became friends! 
Some of these folks were terrified of public speaking 
and were really challenging themselves to be there 
and yet we all blossomed.”

A contributing factor to the community vibe was the 
fact that, for the first time since the pandemic, the 
majority of classes and rehearsals took place at the 
same venue. Thanks to an arrangement with Garnet 
Patterson STAY Opportunity Academy, WIT was able 
to unite all of these activities under one roof. This 
cross-pollination, which was previously the norm 

at our classroom venue pre-COVID, helped people 
get to know students in other classes and facilitated 
interactions between students and performers.

The expertise and support of WIT’s faculty created 
a strong learning environment for all of WIT’s 
students. Education Director Kacie Peterson created 
opportunities for teacher professional development 
in order to improve the student experience and 
better develop WIT’s pedagogy. These trainings 
covered the topics of Creating Class Expectations 
and Norms, Teaching Skills and Sidecoaching, and 
Addressing Problematic Student Behaviors. WIT also 
offered workshops that allowed teachers to practice 
running classroom exercises with other teachers 
role-playing as students in order to build confidence 
in a supportive, low-stakes environment.

CREATING COMMUNITY
Classes

WIT STUDENT SHOWCASE



I loved the community aspect of this class. 
I came in feeling terrified, and was trying to 
work through some personal insecurities, 
doubts and anxiety but Mandy [Murphy]’s 
teaching style put me at ease and I feel like 
I have grown a lot in a way I could never 
have imagined. 

—Level 1 student

Very well organized and thoughtful classes. 
Email communications were clear and 
helpful and I never felt out of the loop. Dan 
[O’Neil] is a great instructor... engaged the 
entire time and provided extremely helpful 
positive and constructive feedback. He 
created a great culture for the class — safe 
and accepting. The Project Create space is 
wonderful. I can’t say enough good things.

 —Level 1 student

Not to be dramatic but WIT has made my 
transition to DC manageable and has sort of 
changed my life for the better. The community 
of friends I’ve built through my classes was 
why I stayed here in town when I was faced 
with the decision of whether or not to go back 
home late last year. It’s been the welcoming 
[enviornment], my classmates and the teachers 
that have contributed to this experience. 

—Level 2 student 

These classes have been an excellent 
combination of genuinely challenging pursuit 
of positive, cooperative comedy and pure 
silly joy. Each teacher has offered detailed 
guidance and valuable material to aid in my 
improv journey. This class raises the bar yet 
again, as each class has thus far, in warm 
positivity, challenge level, and instructive 
discourse. 

—Level 4 student

STUDENT TESTIMONIALS

WIT STUDENT SHOWCASE



Community work

Project Create: WIT’s partnership with Project 
Create continued to blossom in FY25. In addition to 
providing after-school workshops for youth in the 
Anacostia-based arts venue, WIT continued its free 
adult improv classes for residents of Wards 7 and 8. 
This year saw a third class of Project Create students 
complete WIT’s full curriculum in spring 2025. In 
total, WIT enrolled 44 students across four classes, 
including two Level 1 classes, one Level 2, and one 
Level 3. 

WIT’s work at Project Create was put in jeopardy in 
May 2025, when the National Endowment for the 
Arts, which had supported the program since its 
inception, withdrew its $15,000 grant.  The NEA 
said the new Trump administration had changed its 
funding priorities and the Project Create initiative 
no longer fit the criteria. By that stage in the fiscal 
year, WIT had already incurred expenses for running 
classes for both youths and adults. When the news 
was announced, WIT’s community rose to the 
occasion and raised enough money to guarantee the 
continuation of the program.

Armed Services Arts Partnership (ASAP): WIT’s 
partnership with ASAP offers free improv classes to 
service members and veterans returning to civilian life 
as well as their families. In FY25, we held one fall and 
one spring class with them. Participants consistently 

highlight the safety and mutual understanding found 
within the classroom, as noted by Arleen Roberts, 
a veteran with 16 years of combined service in the 
Marine Corps and Navy, who took part in exercises 
from Korea and Japan, to Norway and Iceland: 
“Serving our country is such an honor and there’s so 
much responsibility that comes with it. Programs like 
this give you the opportunity to put that aside just 
for a minute and have fun. We speak a language that 
we all understand and it’s a very safe space.”

Improv for All workshops: These are fun, low-
stakes sessions that focus on the fundamentals 
of improv. The 90-minute workshops center on 
listening, acceptance, and collaboration. In FY25, this 
program continued to expand, successfully hosting 
69 workshops and engaging 540 participants. FY25 
locations included the John F. Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Arts, Studio Theatre, and Project Create. 
Our continued partnership with the DC Public Library 
System helped us find accessible venues across the 
District, including at these branches: Lammond Riggs 
/ Lillian J Huff Library, Martin Luther King Jr. Public 
Library, Palisades Neighborhood Library, Petworth 
Neighborhood Library, and the Upper Marlboro 
Library.

PARTICIPANTS IN AN ASAP CL ASS 
TAUGHT BY CLYDE THOMPSON IN FALL 2024.

PHOTO BY ANNA K . NELSON



“WIT is a space where people 
can find that moment of laughter 
together, whether in a classroom, 
an Improv for All workshop or at a 
performance. I think that moment 
is both important and special in 
that it allows people who might not 
otherwise have met to find a way 
to connect. That’s when the spark 
of community ignites and you find 
yourself coming back to seek out that 
joy.”  — Kacie Peterson, 

Education Director

WIT STUDENTS IN A SHOWCASE



WIT@Work
WIT@Work brings the lessons of applied improvisation 
to organizations around the DMV and beyond. This 
popular program offers team building and professional 
development services to businesses, government 
agencies, nonprofits, and other institutions via highly 
customized in-person and online sessions. In FY25, 
the program reached 1,182 participants across 53 
unique engagements.

After a rigorous program review, involving members 
of WIT’s board and staff, WIT@Work strategically 
marketed three expanded areas of service: Team 
Building and Effectiveness, All Hands Retreats and 
Large Events, and Leadership Development and 
Critical Communication Skills. The program received 
national attention in February when WIT@Work 
Director John Windmueller was interviewed for the 
New York Times on the growing use of applied improv 
in corporate settings.

Supporting WIT’s ongoing commitment to anti-racism 
and community engagement, WIT@Work delivered a 
pro bono workshop to the NAACP Legal Defense Fund 
and contracted improviser Eva Lewis to lead a self-
care workshop for Therapy for Black Girls around the 
2024 election.

TESTIMONIALS
WIT@Work continues to receive 
glowing feedback: 

“Thank you so much for another fantastic 
workshop yesterday! Our team left 
buzzing about how inspired they felt. And 
your session tied in perfectly with our 
comms/branding refresh, centered around 
storytelling. We are so grateful for you 
and the work you do.”

– Technology Coalition

“I would like to thank you again for an 
outstanding workshop on September 13th 
at HHMI. My colleagues shared a lot of 
positive feedback regarding your session. 
Everyone loved the level of engagement 
and the additional knowledge that you 
shared during the debriefs.”

– Howard Hughes Medical Institute 
Center for the Advancement of Science 
Leadership and Culture 

WIT@WORK DIRECTOR JOHN WINDMUELLER
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WIT@WORK CLIENTS

“I love that every time WIT@Work 
brings improv into a new organization, 
we reach people who never thought 
they’d do something like this. Seeing 
participants move from fear and 
uncertainty to joy and learning, and 
having those “aha moments” that 
make learning stick and matter, is my 
favorite part of the work.”

 — John Windmueller, 
WIT@Work Director



Organizational Achievements

WIT’S BIG MOVE
The WIT community got its first glimpse of our future home in Northeast DC at the WIT’s Big Move 
fundraiser in June 2025. More than 100 supporters — including board members, students, teaching artists, 
and performers — gathered for the afternoon event to celebrate the organization’s progress and witness 
the highly anticipated reveal of the new venue’s designs. Artistic and Executive Director Mark Chalfant 
recounted the organization’s decade-long search, which culminated in our decision to move to the vibrant, 
rapidly growing NoMa neighborhood, just steps from the Metro. Mark emphasized that while the area 
is known for hotspots like Union Market and popular restaurants, it currently lacks a dedicated space for 
live comedy and improv education — a gap WIT plans to fill. Chief Architect and WIT performer Matt 
Alexander of DMArchitects then led a virtual tour, unveiling plans for a 110-seat ground-floor theater and 
a cozy cafe/bar with outdoor seating, plus seven downstairs classrooms/rehearsal spaces and a lounge for 
the community to gather. The event successfully raised significant support, with the silent auction alone 
netting over $6,000.

WIT ’S TE AM OF SUMMER INTERNS HELPED MAKE WIT ’S BIG MOVE A SUCCESS. PICTURED (FROM 
LEF T) ARE SEBA ST I AN BOTERO, JULI A TOLOCZKO, AND NICK ZIMMERMAN.



MAKE SPACE FOR JOY
On March 1, 2025, WIT hosted a day of back-to-back, free “Improv for All” workshops, creating a 
much-needed opportunity for catharsis and connection. The event offered four high-fun, low-stress 
introductory sessions designed to help participants tap into their creativity and find authentic human 
connection through spontaneous comedy. The day kicked off with a special session for families, where 
instructor Jeff Bollen taught a workshop alongside his daughter, Kiki, demonstrating the cross-generational 
appeal of improv. Other enthusiastic and friendly instructors who led the sessions included Elizabeth 
Cutler, Nikki Frias, and Gaelyn Smith. Commenting on the day’s success and the magic of the art form, 
WIT Education Director Kacie Peterson summarized the program’s core value: “There just aren’t enough 
chances in this world for authentic human connection and improv has a magical power to turn complete 
strangers into fast friends — we think that DC residents could really use all of this right now.” 

AND MORE...
•	 After catalyzing the formation of a diverse group of affinity groups in FY24, WIT supported the 

growth and expansion of these groups in FY25. WIT helped in the promotion and outreach efforts of 
affinity groups including those for older improvisers (who operate under the name And, Wiser), Black 
improvisers, Asian-American improvisers, and improvisers who are military veterans.

•	 WIT added five members to its board of directors for FY26: attorney Lindsay Brewer, journalist Delal 
Pektas, Fannie Mae product manager Aakash Shah, communications professional Jeff Waggett, and 
realtor Dudley Ward. In addition to their professional credentials, all of the incoming board members 
have experienced WIT’s classes program firsthand.

FACULT Y MEMBER JEFF BOLLEN (FAR LEF T) POSES WITH AT TENDEES OF AN IMPROV FOR ALL 
WORK SHOP FOR FAMILIES DURING WIT ’S “DAY OF JOY ” ON MARCH 1 ,  2025 .  HIS DAUGHTER 
K IK I (BOT TOM ROW, CENTER) CO -LED THE SESSION WITH HIM.



grew by nearly 6%, including a 12% increase in overall 
Health Insurance costs. Salary increases were mod-
est (3-5%), essentially keeping pace with cost-of-living 
inflation. 
 
Still Recovering 
While the nature and quality of our programs has ad-
vanced beyond COVID recovery, in terms of scale we 
are still growing our audiences and student enrollment 
back to pre-COVID levels. This is why our graphs still 
include FY2019, the last full fiscal year before the pan-
demic began.   

Revenue v Expenses 
While total revenue grew by nearly 8%, total expenses 
were reduced by nearly 6%, allowing us to make great 
progress on the path back to a sustainable and balanced 
budget. FY25’s year-end deficit of $15K was a big im-
provement over FY24’s $160K deficit (the largest ever in 
WIT’s history) . Notable revenue growth was seen for 
classes and performances, as well as Board Giving and 
Corporate Giving. We were able to reduce expenses in 
areas of Show Design & Crew, Consulting, Bookkeep-
ing, Web Design, and Fundraising. Marketing expenses 
increased 144% by design, which helped achieve the rev-
enue growth mentioned above. Overall Personnel costs 

Finances

IMPROVISER LORI PIT TS POSES WITH 
A HARDHAT AT THE WIT’S BIG MOVE 
FUNDR AISER IN JUNE 2025.
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Finances
Earned v Contributed Revenue 
In FY25, the continued regrowth of WIT’s program-
ming — shows, classes, and WIT@Work trainings — led 
to the second-highest earned revenue figure in our his-
tory. Earned revenue grew to be 66% of overall revenue 
for the year, up from 59% in FY24, continuing growth 
toward a pre-pandemic norm of around 75%. 

Earned Revenue Growth 
Show attendance and classes enrollments continued 
to grow in FY25, as they have every year since FY21. 
Revenue for both programs increased by 25%. Revenue 
from the performance program reached an all-time 

record of $279,793. Economic insecurity and volatility 
impacted the volume of WIT@Work trainings, trigger-
ing a 13% dip in program revenue from FY24. Overall 
this averaged out to a 20% increase in Earned Reve-
nue.

Expenses by Category 
People (Personnel + Contract Labor) made up 73% 
of overall expenses in FY25. This is normal for WIT, 
where our experiential programs do not have a lot of 
hard costs to make them possible, aside from Rent 
which made up nearly 17% of total expenses.



As WIT continues to serve more and more 
Washingtonians, our community of donors 
continues to step up in support of our mission. 
Thank you to everyone who chipped in to make 
our work possible, including our family of 
monthly donors.

Alexander Abbott, Matt Alexander, Samiyyah Ali, 
Andrew Allred, Natalia Antas, Sarah Arkin, Brittany 
Ashenfelter, Jamila Aswad, Maria-Veronica Banks, 
Lura Barber, Cassandra Barnum, Neil Baron, Nicole 
Barrett, Stefani Beard, Marshall Bellsdale, Amber 
Bellsdale, Amy Bergquist, Talia Bernhard, Kendall 
Bianchi, Bajon Bihai, Jennifer Bohning, Gwendolyn 
Bogard, Jeff Bollen, Roberta Bregstone, Lindsay 
Brewer, Margaret Briand, Whitney Brimfield, Elise 
Buckley, Sarah Burstyn, Brian Callahan, Lorraine 

Carpenter, John Carroll, Catherine Castillo, Marietta 
Catsambas, David Chalfant, Mark Chalfant, Tina 
Chancey, Caroline Chen, Elaine Colwell, Veronica 
Cook, Geoff Withujee, James Corti, Daniel Cotlear, 
Colette Cowey, Rachel Coyne, David Cranberg, Nelson 
Cuellar, Elizabeth Cutler, Olivia D’Aoust, Catherine 
Deadman, Cecilia De Robertis, Nora Dell, Jenny Del 
Vecchio, Maggie Dempsey, Andrew Detweiler, Robin 
Dickey, Yvonne Doerre, Barbara Drazin, Tashni-Ann 
Dubroy, Johannes Dzidzienyo, Kevin Eggleston, 
Carolyn Ellison, Sarah Evans, Meghan Faulkner, 
Jaime Fearer, Taunya Ferguson, Nina Fink, Kathryn 
Finley, Kathleen Fitzgerald, Charmaine Flanagan, 
Johanna Franzen, James Freeman, Kate Fridley, 
Abigail Fu, Bradley Fuller, Catherine Fuller, Amanda 
Fulton, Stephen Gabauer, Lauren Gabel, Craig 
Gagel, Alice and Harvey Galper, Meredith Garagiola, 

People
DONORS

EARTH, WIND, & TIRED PERFORMS  
AT THE COOKOUT



Adrian Gaston Garcia, Sean Geary, Melissa Gedney, 
Yotam Gingold, Shelly Gordon, Neal Graham, Susan 
Gray, Tanya Greenfeld, Meaghan Griffith, Esther 
Gross, Brian Guggenheimer, Jenna Hall, William 
Hancock, Thomas Harris, Jasper Harvey, Ken Hays, 
Luke Hennig, Dana Heiser, Sarah Herhold, Diego 
Hernandez, Lidia Hernandez, Justine Hipsky, Paul 
Hitlin, Cassie Hoffman, Devin Horne, Nina Hsu, 
Olivia Huneycutt, J. J. Jackson, Graziella Jackson, 
Susan Jacob, Larry Jameson, Kirra Jarratt, Peg 
Jobst, Hilary Joel, Elliott Johnson, Dennis Johnson, 
Philip Jones, Sarah Jones, Lauren Jordan, Alexander 
Kazanas, Caroline Knickerbocker, Matthew Knapper, 
Tyler Korba, Emily Lamb, Jamie Lantinen, Monika 
Lawrence, Nancy Lazear, Danielle Leclair, Margaret 
Lee, Jared Leute, Beatrice Leydier, Dashel Lewis, 
Eva Lewis, Christopher Lewitzke, Sarah Liebman, 
Ben Lockshin, Shawn Logue, Thomas Ludt, Brianna 
Lux, Kimberly Martin, Nicolas Martinez, Susan 
Masciale-Lynch, Aagosh Mathur, Robin May, Ingo 
Mayr, Caroline McCarthy, Court McGrew, Ashley 
McDonald, Daniel McLaughlin, Turner Meeks, Ben 
Meguira, Abby Miller, Benjamin Miller, Kathryn 
Miller, Robin Miller, Dan Milliken, Jordana Mishory, 
Carolyn Mollen, Aaron Mosby, Elizabeth Moses, 
David Muir, Elizabeth Mulkey, Molly Murchie, Clare 
Mulligan, Gordon Myers, Charles Neubauer, Jamal 
Newman, Jessica Norman, Thomas Oberdorfer, 
Michael O’Connor, Kathleen O’Donnell, Eli Okun, 
Anne Olesen, Christine Olinger, Mary O’Neill, Dan 
O’Neil, Sophia Osho, Lauren Pagni, Edward Pauls, 
Wendy Patterson, Stacey Pelika, Kelsey Peters, 
Kacie Peterson, Mary Peters, Zack Phillips, Ryan 

Pierannunzi, Steven Pilloff, Hannah Piper, Alissa 
Platz, Ellen Platz, Travis Ploeger, Malaya Press, Amy 
Purcell, Elijah Rakha-Sheketoff, Krystal Ramseur, 
Joseph Randazzo, Selena Reames, Ellen Reiterman, 
Adam Rice, Arielle Rich, Blair Richardson, Will 
Robinson, Jelicia Ross, Dana Roth, Seyedeh Rouhi, 
Shawn Rubbin, Valerie Salnave, Goli Samimi, 
Elizabeth Sanders, Cicie Sattarnilasskorn, Gina 
Schaefer, Macey Schiff, Beverly Schlotterbeck, 
Keven Schreiber, Lisa Schreihart, Stanley Seiden, 
John Sener, David Shadburn, Patricia Shaffer, 
Aakash Shah, Sharona Shuster, Jeanne Simon, 
Kristan Skendall, Rachel Sloan, Nicholas Small, Jared 
Smith, Meghan Smith, Michelle Smith, Phoebe 
Smith, Joel Snyder, David Spears, Sarah Spell, David 
Standish, Donna Steele, Rebecca Steffen, Danielle 
Steger, David Steib, Elizabeth Stephan, Guy Stevens, 
John Stoltenberg, Trevor Stoneburner, Matthew 
Strote, Kaelan Sullivan, Michael Svolos, Joseph 
Taylor, Adrianne Thomas, Clyde Thompson, David 
Thompson, Nicholas Tschernia, Tandra Turner, 
Madeline Turrini, Jonathan Tycko, Chris Ulrich, 
Melissa Vandemark, Analía Gómez Vidal, Ellen Villa, 
Gabriela Villegas, Jeffrey Waggett, Anna Claire 
Walker, Dudley Ward, Reed Waterworth, Simone 
Webster, Elise Webb, Margaret Weeks, Michael 
Whybrew, Alex Wilkinson, Eddison Wilkinson, 
Deborah Williams, Kat Winkler, Matt Winterhalter, 
James Witkin, Lukas Wolf, Caroline Wolverton, 
Memphis Worley, Megan Yeh, Mary Young, Jeffrey 
Zelek, Jonathan Zucker
Foundation and Government Support

PICTURED: QUEER VARIET Y CAVALCADE 
CAST MEMBERS



Capital Pride, DC Commission on the Arts and 
Humanities, DC Mayor’s Office of LGBTQ Affairs, 
Morris and Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation, Revada 
Foundation, World Pride

Company Ensembles Players
Erick Acuña Pereda, Krystal Ali, Samiyyah Ali, Bam 
Alston, Stacey Axler, Sarah Baldwin, Neil Baron, 
Cassie Barnum, Matt Berman, Mikey Blunschi, David 
Brescia-Weiler, Jesse Cali, Ryan Campbell, Mark 
Chalfant, Catherine Deadman, Ceci De Robertis, 
Tom Di Liberto, Madeline Dozier, Darnell Eaton, 
Kevin Eggleston, Lauren Emily, Mikail Faalasli, Kaelan 
Sullivan Fleury, Patrick Fleury, Melissa Gedney, 
Jonah Gordon, Devin Hiett, Liz Hoke, Patrick Hsieh, 
Nina Hsu, Precious Jenkins, Erica Johnson, Rae Lang, 
Adam Levine, Eva Lewis, Jack Lewis, Steph Lilly, 
Kristina Martinez, Nick Martinez, Ryan McCloskey, 
Símonica Mendes, Jordana Mishory, Clare Mulligan, 
Jamal Newman, Jessica Norman, Chizo Nwagwu, 
Katie O’Donnell, Michael O’Connor, Dan O’Neil, Eli 
Okun, Chris Orvin, Aubrey Peterson, Kelsey Peters, 
Lori Pitts, Travis Ploeger, Arie Rich, Henry Ring, Goli 
Samimi, Elizabeth Sanders, Macey Schiff, Stanley 
Seiden, Tom Di Liberto, Nic Small, Jared Smith, 
Bryce Slinger, Danielle Steger, Bethany Stokes, Matt 
Strote, Adrianne Thomas, Elaine Tinkleman, Tandra 
T. Turner, Chris Ulrich, Anna Claire Walker, Simone 
Webster, Eddison Wilkinson, Slli’m Williams, Matt 
Winterhalter, Geoff Withuhjee

Harold Team Players 
Ernest Afflu, Matt Alexander, Jack Barnes, Daniel 
Barrera, Nicole Barrett, Mia Bloomfield, Gwendolyn 
Bogard, Marisa Borreggine, Claire Brisse, Abigail 
Brown, Anna Burke, Joseph Bushur, Brent Buxton, 
Daniel Calingaert, Grace Campion, Douglas Choi, 
Chris Clark, Marcy Coburn, Emily Dalton, Nora Dell, 
Paul Detrick, Kunal Duggal, Kevin Eggleston, Niv Elis, 
Meghan Faulkner, William Ferriby, Jason Fliegel, Jojo 
Franzen, Kate Fridley, Abigail Fu, Stephen Gabauer, 
Craig Gagel, Simone Gannage, Adrian Gaston Garcia, 
Jonah Gordon, Meaghan Griffith, Armin Haracic, 
Aaron Harris, Emmy Harvey, Jasper Harvey, Abby 
Haverty, Mason Heilman, Sarah Herhold, Stephen 
Ho, Ashley Holmes, Patrick Hsieh, Aimee Imundo, 
Sam Jackson, Urmila Janardan, Richard Johnson, 
Peter Jones, Phil Jones, Vasant Joseph, Quinn Kelly, 
Jeanna Kim, Natalie Knazik, Ola Komolafe, Al-
Hassan Koroma, Carly Kraybill, Kat Kunkle, David 
Lapkoff, Joel Larin, Adina Lasser, Fiona Leary, Lore 
Leupold, Ben Lockshin, Hannah Lord, Liz Lowry, 
Cameron Luther, Andrew V. Ly, Aagosh Mathur, 
Patrick Maxwell, Court McGrew, Colin McIntyre, 
Remy Michaels, Betsy Milarcik, Tim Montgomery, 
Andrea Mosee, Catherine Mullins, Anna Nelson, 
James Nugent, Chizobam Nwagwu, Eli Okun, Chris 
Olinger, Zhaokang Ong, Matt O’Neill, Olu Okusaga, 
Shawn Peabody, Stacey Pelika, Ryan Pierannunzi, 
Hannah Piper, Alissa Platz, Vivek Pranavamurthi, 
Vito Prime, Sam Ruback, Colleen Ryan, Lisa Saladino, 
Sam Sanders, Sanjana Raghavan, Lisa Schreihart, 
Matthew Schwartz, Kevin Seefried, Kelly Shannon, 
Rachel Sloan, Mikki Smith, Jackson Smith, David 
Spears, Becky Steffen, Isaac Stone, Ian Stout, 
Nick Tschernia, Leslie Turner, Peter Tzeng, Avalon 
Warner-Gonzalez, M.J. Welch, Stephanie Wester, 
Alex Wilkinson, Michael Williamson, Sarah Wilson, 
Gifford Wong

PICTURED LEFT: CHRIS OLINGER AND ROBIN DOODY IN POTUS AMONG US
PICTURED RIGHT: MUSICAL IMPROV CONSERVATORY MEMBERS 
SHAWN LOGUE AND GOLI SAMIMI



Harold Coaches
Erick Acuña, John Carroll, Chris Lash, Rae Lang, Jamal 
Newman, Bill Nelson, Kelsey Peters, Stanley Seiden, 
David Shadburn, Danielle Steger, Turner Meeks

POTUS Among Us 
Erick Acuña, Grace Campion, Nora Dell, Robin 
Doody, Darnell Eaton, Kevin Eggleston, Meredith 
Garagiola, Sarah Herhold, Alex Kazanas, Eva Lewis, 
Turner Meeks, Jordana Mishory, Chels Shorte, Ali 
Stahr, Kate Symes, Stephanie Wester
Co-Directors: Meghan Faulkner and John Carroll 
Atmospheric cast: Mark Chalfant, Caroline Chen, 
Lauren Gabel, Abby Haverty, Carly Kraybill, Anna K. 
Nelson, Chris Olinger, Alissa Platz, Kelly Shannon, 
Mikki Smith, Nick Tschernia

Table Talk: An Improvised Tale of Adventure 
Alex Wilkinson, Ben Lockshin, Cassie Hoffman, 
Erin Coyne, Erick Acuña, Jack Barnes, James 
Nugent, Lori Pitts, Matt Alexander, Mia Bloomfield, 
Nick Tschernia, Nora Dell, Patrick Hsieh, Rachel 
Kloecker, Sarah Herhold, Simone Webster
Director: Hannah Piper. Assistant Director: Amber 
Bellsdale. Technical Director: James Nugent.

White Elephant Blitz
Krystal Ali, Samiyyah Ali, John Carroll, Mark 
Chalfant, Robin Doody, Madeline Dozier, Patrick 
Fleury, Meredith Garagiola, Jonah Gordon, Paul 
Hitlin, Liz Hoke, Dennis Johnson, Jamie Lantinen, 
Adam Levine, Nick Martinez, Ryan McClure, Jordana 
Mishory, Clare Mulligan, Eli Okun, Kelsey Peters, Joe 
Randazzo, Stanley Seiden, Greer Smith, Bethany 
Stokes, Kate Symes, Anna Claire Walker, Elise Webb
Co-Directors: Mark Chalfant and Meredith Garagiola

Teachers
Erick Acuña, Krystal Ali, Samiyyah Ali, Sol Aziz, Jeff 
Bollen, Mark Chalfant, Elizabeth Cutler, Darnell 
Eaton, Ian Farley, Nikki Frias, Lauren Gabel, Devin 
Hiett, Patrick Hsieh, Peter Jones, Richie Khanh, 
Adam Levine, Chris Lewitzke, Beth Lyons, Matt 
Mansfield, Court McGrew, Jordana Mishory, Mandy 
Murphy, Jamal Newman, Dan O’Neil, Kelsey Peters, 
Hannah Piper, Jason Re, Jared Smith, Danielle Steger, 
Clyde Thompson, Jason Walther, Simone Webster, 
Eddison Wilkinson, Allison Yolo

WIT Staff
Anna K. Nelson, Dan Miller, John Windmueller, 
Jordana Mishory, Kacie Peterson, Kelly Matthews, 
Mark Chalfant, Pierce Stoneburner

WIT Interns
Sebastian Botero, Barrett Odom, Julia Toloszko, 
Nick Zimmerman

FY25 Board of Directors
Aimee Imundo, Matt Alexander, Andrea Fuller, 
Carolyn Ellison, Cicie Sattarnilasskorn, Clare 
Mulligan, Clyde Thompson, Dana Malone Heiser, 
Geoff Corey, Hilary Joel, Lindagrace De la Cruz, 
Macey Schiff, Mark Chalfant, Maria-Veronica 
Banks, Michael Kitces, Molly Scott, Naib Mobassir, 
Nikki Rogers, Peg Jobst, Sharona Shuster, Simone 
Webster, Stacey Pelika, Analía Gómez Vidal

Front of House Staff
Anahita Dhungel, Anna Nelson, Corinne Kenny, 
Emerson French, Gabriel Alejandro Rodríguez, 
Hannah Lebowitz-Lockard, Hannah Piper, Jaida 
Gillespie, Kate Belliveau, Kathryn Kunkle, Marjanna 
Smith, Mark Olinger, Nick Zimmerman, Patricia 
Shaffer, Savannah Blackwell, Sebastian Botero, 
Sophia Osho, and Tandra Turner

Booth Operatives
Amber Bellsdale, Chris Olinger, James Nugent, Jasper 
Harvey, Jeff Salmore, Kourtney Ramseur, Mark 
Chalfant, Meghan Faulkner, Memphis Worley, Pierce 
Stoneburner, Ryan McClure, and Shana Franklin

Volunteers
Abby Fu, Adriana Salerno, Alessandra Testa, Alexis 
Morrison, Ali Stahr, Alice Suh, Alissa Platz, Allie 
Swanson, Allison Crha, Amber Bellsdale, Andrea 
Mosee, Anika Khan, Anna Burke, Anna Claire Walker, 
Anna McDonald, Anna Nelson, Audrey Thomson, 
Becky Steffen, Benjamin Bynum, Beth Oates, Betsy 
Milarcik, Bojana Jankovic, Brandon Goldstein, Bri 
Tollie, Brittany Ashenfelter, Caitlin Brady, Cassie 
Hoffman, Chinedu Nwabuisi, Chris Lewitzke, Chris 
Olinger, Claire Brisse, Corian Long, Court McGrew, 
Dan Kois, Danae Barnes, Darryl Hamilton, David 
Cranberg, David Steib, Davis Langhoff, Devin 
Hiett, Elijah Rakha-Sheketoff, Elizabeth Cutler, Elle 
Thompson, Emily Dalton, Enakshi Deb, Evan Auld, 
Francisca Gil, Gabriela Villegas, Goli Samimi, Gunjan 



Maheshwari, Gwendolyn Bogard, Hana Farnese, 
Hannah Lebowitz-Lockard, Hiba Masood, Ian 
Farley, India Banks, Isabelle Hartnett, Jack Barnes, 
Jakob Rosario, Jasper Harvey, Jay An, Jeff Waggett, 
Jegan Tucker, Jenny DelVecchio, Jenny Zeng, Jessica 
DeMaio, Jessie Cali, Jillian Cardillo, Joel Larin, Joey 
Scully, John Davis, JoJo Morinvil, Jonah Gordon, Julian 
Borris, Julianna Ferrell, Justin Bray, Katie O’Donnell, 
Keegan Cassady, Khadijah Wilson, Kim Martin, Kyle 
Sykes, Lance Pierce, Lee Taylor-Penn, Lexcia Carr, 
Lisa Schreihart, Liz Lowry, Lori Carpenter, Lori Pitts, 
Lucy Hoffman, Lynn Thompson, Madeline Dozier, 
Malikah, Mandy Murphy, Martina Schabron, Mason 
Heilman, Matthew Graham, Meghan Faulkner, 
Melissa Gedney, Memphis Worley, Meredith 
Garagiola, Mia Bloomfield, Michael Gottlieb, Michela 
Del Mastro, Mikki Smith, Monica Lefton, Natalie 
Knazik, Nic Small, Nick Tschernia, Nick Zimmerman, 
Nicole West, Nora Charles, Noureen Akber, Olu 
Okusaga, Orrin Konheim, Patricia Shaffer, Philip 
Browne, Philip Jones, Rachel Sloan, Regina Kunkle, 
Regina Wang, Remy Michaels, Reynold Graham, 
Richard Johnson, Rose Thorn, Ryan Baugh, Ryan 
Pierannunzi, Sam Jackson, Sebastian Botero, Simone 
Gannage, Steph Wilson, Stephanie Hernandez, 
Stephanie Wester, Stephen Poole, Steve Kaufman, 

Susan Jacob, Tom Oberdorfer, Trevion Jones, Turner 
Meeks, Vasant Joseph, Veronica Thomas, Vidyuth 
Sreenivasan, Yashasvi Baweja, Yasmine Mwongozi, 
and Zhaokang Ong

2024 Improvapalooza Planning Committee 
Chris Olinger, Clare Mulligan, Jonah Gordon, Lauren 
Gabel, Lexcia Carr, Meghan Faulkner, Meredith 
Garagiola, Ryan Baugh, Sarah Herhold, and Simone 
Gannage

Photo Credits:
Mikail Faalasli and Jeff Salmore except where noted

PICTURED (FROM LEFT):  ARIE RICH, ANDREA QUACH, L AUREN 
GABEL , K ATIE MUNN, AND TANDR A TURNER OF THE INDIE TEAM 
SMALL MEDIUMS AT L ARGE.


